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Welcome to Mars Hill Church 


To those who are new, welcome to Mars Hill; if you are a guest at one of our Sunday services, we'd love to know you better. 
Please take the time to fill out an information card, available in your seat or at the information desk. Drop it in the offering basket 
during service — if it’s your first time, a little info about who you are is your offering to us- or slip it into one of the triangular 
information kiosks in the foyer. 

Stop by one of our information desks after any service for a casual introduction to our church community. For more 
information, sermons, essays and more visit our website at www.marshillchurch.org. If you have additional questions, please 
email life@marshillchurch.org. 


What is Vox Pop? 


Vox Pop, “voice of the people,” is Mars Hill Church’s monthly newspaper. As the 1st century Christian church grew at a 
supernatural rate, the written word became vital in maintaining communication and community among believers. Not only did 
the letters of Paul play a huge role in this process, they’re in your Bible. Vox Pop is not your Bible. As Mars Hill continues to 
grow, however, our prayer is that the Holy Spirit will use our imperfect words to foster love between you and me and Him. 





SPEAK UP 


Ballard is Bigtime 


Our corner of the city has been getting a lot of good press 
lately. Seattle Weekly’s annual “Best of Seattle” poll named 
Ballard “Best Neighborhood to Live In.” The Other Coast 
Café (5315 Ballard Ave NW) is the “Best Sandwich Shop,” 
and nearby Discovery Park and Fremont won “Best Park” 
and “Best Neighborhood to Visit,” respectively. 

Also, the August 13 “digs” section of The Seattle Times 
featured Ballard, describing our local culture: “Once the 
center of Seattle’s blue-collar fishing industry, Ballard is now 
known for its small, locally owned boutiques and galleries, 
and its ‘anti-Wal-Mart’ attitude.” 


“You have to hand it to the former 
enclave of Scandinavian square- 
heads: Ballard now boasts charis- 
matic boutiques, great restaurants, 
a healthy rockabilly scene, and the 
steadfast loyalty of its citizens.” 


is this your church home? find out... 


thegospelciass 


do you have questions 
about what mars hill 
— Seattle Weekly, | believes, or just about 
meaning the gospel? 
“Best of Seattle 2005” a 
` join us for gospel 101, 
Community wednesday’s at 6:45 
pm begining october 
5th, for this four-week 
introduction. 


Vox Pop wants to know what you love about being in 
Ballard. Where do you go eat with friends after church? 
Do you shop here? Where are the best coffee shops? 


register now at 








Been to the Sunday farmer’s market just up the street 
from Mars Hill? 

Write a paragraph about your favorite restaurant, 
pub, boutique, or other artifact of local color and send it to 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org. \/ 


www.marshillchurch.org, 
and check out other 
classes in this month’s 
Vox Pop. 
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Meet your 
new Pastors! 


On August 7th, Mars Hill officially welcomed six new 


pastors that will help lead and shepherd the church... 


PASTOR BRAD HOUSE 





When | first met my husband, he shared with me the call God 
had placed on his heart to become a pastor someday. After 
years of prayer, Brad is now stepping forward in obedience 
and feels privileged to serve the body at Mars Hill as an elder. 
Brad is a kind, humble, wise man with a great sense of humor 
and he lives to honor and glorify God in all that he does. 

He has a passion for community. He loves to see the 
lives of brothers and sisters come together, serving and lov- 
ing one another in the name of Jesus—it’s a beautiful picture! 
He will be working alongside Pastor Mike and Pastor Dave 
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to help cultivate the heart of community groups at Mars Hill. 

Brad loves sports—you'll find him on the basketball 
court, the golf course and the baseball field. He also enjoys 
woodworking, playing the guitar and smoking his pipe. 

One of the things | admire most about my husband is 
his unwavering faith in the sovereignty of God. If ever I’m 
concerned or worried about a situation, he is the first to 
calmly say to me, “We live in the hands of a sovereign Lord, 
Jill. Put your trust in Him.” | praise God everyday for the man 
he’s become, and the man he’s becoming. 


—Jill House 


When Brad first moved here, for days (weeks?) at a time, 
he would sleep on the couch of a three bedroom apartment | 
shared with two other godly fellows. Brad was commuting to 
church from Kent at the time, working at Boeing; a bachelor 
driving a dumpy white Cavalier with a cardboard and duct 
tape passenger window. 

His apartment in Kent was a one or two bedroom apart- 
ment with zero furniture. No bed. No chairs. Nothing. Carpet 
and dirty laundry were Brad’s only decor. The guy had a tent 
pitched in his bedroom. 

And he slept in it. 

In a sleeping bag. 

Well, | guess | should also mention that Brad is a Godly 
man with many talents, not the least of which is his ability to 
lead worship with an acoustic guitar. Several prayer groups, 
Bible studies, and informal worship services have enjoyed 
his musical skills. Brad’s a great friend who wants to see his 
friends grow greatly in the Lord. 

Also—entirely underrated when people discuss a man’s 
character—I have to mention Brad’s choice of a bride. Jill is 
a delight. Sweet in spirit and in conversation. | don’t know 
what kind of stories Brad had to conjure to lure her halfway 
across the nation, but I’m glad she went for them because 
she has brought so much joy with her. Brad was a wise man 
to take such a wonderful woman as a bride. My wife and 
several of our friends take great pleasure in her friendship 
and compassion. 


—Sam Barrett 
PASTOR BUBBA JENNINGS 


Man, this will be difficult to write without many tears stream- 
ing down my face... 

There are so many things | admire about this man, so 
many qualities that astound me, so many things he has taught 
me about and life and faith in the five short years | have known 
him-—it will be hard to synthesize in a short paragraph! Bubba 
is a very friendly, fun, warm, easy going guy—the thing about 
him that caused us to be fast friends when we first met—and 
the thing that attracts so many people to him. Doesn't every- 
body just want to hang out with Bubba? | know | did! But 
what | came to realize was that the easygoing way about 
him was actually the result of a deep and unwavering faith in 
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Christ, the ability to trust 
God's goodness through 
any circumstance. 

Bubba is one of the 


ol i 
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hardest working people | 
know. He is dedicated to 
getting things done with 
excellence, enduring any 
kind of project without 
complaint. He is extremely 
gifted in so many ways, 
yet so  humble—never 
seeking attention or ac- 
colades. He is not afraid 
to tackle anything. He 
lives and works with a 
quiet confidence—confidence in Christ. Just watching his life 
and seeing his faith grow has taught me so much-l have full 
confidence in his relationship with Christ, and that makes 
Bubba the ultimate provider and protector for me. 

We love hanging out together—and it doesn't really mat- 
ter what we do-even iff it is nothing, when we are together it 
is always great time spent. 


—Shelly Jennings 


First Timothy 3:7 makes me think of Bubba Jennings: 
“[An elder] must also have a good reputation with outsid- 
ers, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil’s 
trap.” Long before | started attending Mars Hill, | only knew 
the name of one person who worked there: Bubba. | knew 
Bubba’s name because a few people | knew worked at the 
Paradox. | have never heard these people say anything posi- 
tive about Christianity, ever, but they have always had many 
good things to say about Bubba. 


—Josh Adams 


PASTOR DAVE KRAFT 


Dave has been a fab dad to our four now grown children 
(big stuff for a wife/mom...Big!). When we have guests, he 
is great. He knows 
tons of jokes which 
makes for a_ lotta 
laughs. Whenever the 
Kraft family has to be 
somewhere, we all 
know when its get- 
ting close to time to 
leave because Dave 
the Dad starts playing 
some up-tempo piano 
to get us gals out of 
the bathroom and into 


(continued: see “Pastors” next page 4) 
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Good Food, Good Wine, and 
a room full of Pastors... 


by Pastor James Harleman 


One lesson learned at the 2005 Mars Hill Church Elders’ 
Summit: it is inadvisable to smoke cigars while attempt- 
ing to run the bases in a whiffle-ball game at dusk. This 
wasn't the most important lesson by far, but I’d advise 
against it all the same. 

Over the course of four days in August, 15 elder/ 
pastors and their wives enjoyed some needed physical 
and spirintual rejuvenation, provided generously by 
some hospitable members of the church. The benefits of 
this trip were numerous and hard to quantify. 

For Mars Hill’s five new pastors, we hoped to provide 
a warm welcome and a chance for everyone to get better 
acquainted. As our local body of believers grows each 
season, pastors become continually more specialized 
in their areas of gifting and focus, and we have to trust 
one another completely that different areas of the church 
are being led and managed well as we collaborate on the 
mission God has given us. Spending quality time with the 
five men God has called to toil alongside us in leader- 
ship was an excellent way to prepare for a busy fall and 
perpetual expansion. Whether enjoying meals together, 
shooting pool, running bases or enjoying a good Scotch, 
the leisurely time afforded opportunities to catch up with 
each other’s personal lives: triumphs, tragedies, prayers 
of petition and offerings of praise. 

At Pastor Mark’s request, writer and itinerant 
preacher John Armstrong spent some time ministering 
to all the elders during the summit, discussing everything 
from God's Word to godly friendships. We were chal- 
lenged to shepherd our homes as diligently as we shep- 
herd the body at Mars Hill; historically, in many churches, 
our spiritual enemy has exploited the vulnerable area of 
an elder's commitment to his family. When spread thin 
by work, church leaders risk serving the collective Body 
of Christ at the expense of their wife or children. At Mars 
Hill Church, we make sure our elders and their wives 
have community and relationship to keep each other 
accountable and the enemy in check. 

Waking up to aromatic coffee and homemade 
pastries, enjoying a beachside setting, and spending 
hours in prayer on a sunny Thursday morning for the 
health of our church, fellow pastors, wives and children, 
and God’s will for the city of Seattle, this unforgettable 
Elders’ Summit did not go unappreciated. 

To our humble, anonymous hosts, we offer our 
sincere and heartfelt thanks. To the body of Mars Hill 
Church, we thank you for helping our work to be a joy 
and not a burden as we seek God's direction and put 
our hands to the plow for another amazing year in the 
Emerald City. 1% 





‘PASTORS’ (cont'd from page 3) 


the family car. And what a role model he is when it comes to 
time and money management! (Use the “backup” principle to 
get you there on time, is his consistent advice) 

Best of all, is that our husband/father has been faithful for 
over 40 years to meet daily with God, to memorize God's Word, 
and follow God's lead to participate in the Great Commission. 
Simply, our home is a sanctuary because the head of the home, 
our Daddo, puts God first. 


—Susan Kraft 


| first met Dave when | started attending Mars Hill four 
years ago. He has been my mentor ever since. By God’s grace, 
the Lord has given Dave much wisdom which he has passed 
down to me and other men to carry the torch. Above reproach 
and high standards. 

Memories Dave and | have are from watching many mov- 
ies together, keeping each other accountable on Atkins, serving 
in community groups, helping local church plants, and digging 
into the Word together. We had a chance to go to Los Angeles 
for a church planters seminar a few years ago with some of the 
leaders from Doxa church in West Seattle. | remember keeping 
him up until midnight watching The Matrix one night there. Dave, 
being an old man now, is rarely seen awake in that hour ;) 

Dave is like a father to me and his wife, Susan, is like 
another mom. Since most of their kids are grown or close to my 
age, | am another pea in the pod for her to nurture (read: free 
food, which | am glad to receive!). They sacrifice their lives for 
me and the church. They truly have hearts to love people and 
lead people to Christ. 

A verse that makes me think of Dave, and is one of his 
favorites, is Genesis 25:8, “Abraham breathed his last and died 
in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life; and he was 
gathered to his people” 


—Aaron Allen 
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PASTOR DICK MCKINLEY 


Dick McKinley is the love of my life! We have been married 
for 19 1⁄2 years and have two boys Zakk 19 and Dylan 17. 
After we were married for about 5 years he came down with 
Rheumatoid arthritis. The next several years were a long hall 
with him having to quit work since he could hardly walk from 
our bed to the front door let alone be able to play with our 
boys. Little by little his health started to improve. He got to a 
point that he knew the arthritis 
may be here for a long time 
so he started asking the Lord 
what he should be pursuing. 
He also asked his friends this 
question and they all said 
you need to be a teacher or 
a children’s pastor, kids love 
you! These were the two 
choices he was praying about. 
Dick has a gift with kids that is amazing. They love him!! I’m 
sure it’s because they see Jesus in him. 


—Tami McKinley 


| remember seeing [Pastor Dick] for the first time, last 
summer at the all-church picnic, when he performed as a 
pirate for Jericho Junction. He was a great pirate and, in the 
end, got all of his hair shaved off, right there on stage! 

He really cares for kids. He was in charge of the middle 
school proxy group on Wednesday evenings. He would e- 
mail all the kids and keep them encouraged. He’s the best!!! 


—Cindy Beck (and daughters Vanessa, 11, and Canela, 14) 





PASTOR PHIL SMIDT 


We have been attending Mars Hill since almost the very be- 
ginning, and my husband, Phil, always wondered a bit where 
he fit. He is not an artist and the only instrument he plays is 
an excellent air guitar. Plus he was older than most of the 
men starting the church. 

So he just served faithfully doing communion set-up, 
being a deacon back when deacon’s had no specific roles, 
children’s ministry director for a short season, community 
group leader, etc. Five or six years ago, Mark preached on 
the duties and qualifications of elders and pretty much 
begged any man that felt called to talk to him about it. So, 
naturally, being the supportive (read: pushy) wife that | am, in 
the car on the way home, | eagerly rubbed my hands together 
in anticipation and casually asked Phil what he thought of 
Mark’s words. He said something to the effect of, “Oh, it was 
good.” 

To which | probed, “Well, do you feel called?” 

“No, Jen, | don’t,” he said, “The church is not a corpo- 
ration with a ladder of power and success to climb. | am 
comfortable serving where we are and lm not called. Get 


over yourself.” 





Humbled, | realized that Phil was clearly not headed 
down that road. Then, to my surprise, about 18 months 
ago, Phil announced to me that he wasn’t going to teach 
special-ed junior high kids forever and that he felt God had 
a different plan for him. In my usual style, | pushed him for an 
action plan and he said his plan was to pray. And he did-for 
six months before having some conversations with Pastor 
Bent about the possibility of God calling him into ministry. 

Still some months went by and Phil evaluated this stir- 
ring in his heart prayerfully. You see, my husband does not 
make decisions rashly or without thorough consideration and 
this was no exception. God was preparing Phil and clarifying 
his mind to obey and go in the direction he finally knew he 
must. Of course by this point it was no longer my idea-as it 
had been years prior—it was God's idea, acted on by Phil, 
and it was in His perfect timing. 

| share this story as a small but true example of the hu- 
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mility and seriousness with which Phil approaches this call 
on his life. He has proven in the small things— his finances, his 
job, his role as a husband, father and servant-—to be a trust- 
worthy and faithful man of God who wants to point others to 
Jesus. | am humbled and excited to watch God use him to 
influence the larger body of Christ as he has so humbly and 
faithfully served me and our children. 


—Jen Smidt 


When Bent and | meet Phil and Jen at Mars Hill 
Church’s Laurelhurst location, they were one of the few mar- 
ried couples at the church—even fewer had children. 

Phil is a steady solid guy who thinks well. One time at 
Bible study, Phil was really depressed. His favorite football 
team (I think it was Michigan, but | could be wrong) lost their 
game. He was really down when he left the study. Must be a 
guy thing, because | mentioned it to him just recently and he 
sald, “I’m over that, but | don’t want to talk about it!” 

We love them dearly and look forward to serving to- 
gether. 


—Joanne Meyer 


Phil Smidt drives a minivan. This is not an insult; rather it 
is a barometer of his character. Being satisfied with a Dodge 
Caravan fits perfectly for a man for whom testosterone in- 
duced pride is as foreign concept. 

When | met Phil in the summer of 1987, we were work- 
ing at Island Lake Camp in Poulsbo, teaching kids how to 
ride motorcycles. Naturally, most of us instructors engaged 
in contests to see who could get the biggest air, who could 
clear the biggest obstacles, who could ride various courses 
the quickest...Not Phil. He sat on his Honda and watched, 
laughing off our challenges of his ability. Then when the 15 
or so of us decided to play tag on our bikes, Phil joined in, 
and was never “it.” 

For the three years he worked at the camp, Phil was 
the most technically proficient rider, but more importantly, 
he was one of the most popular staff, both among kids and 
adults. Easily approachable, Phil was and still is quick with 
a humorous anecdote or story, an easy smile, infectious 
laughter, and a seeming inability to speak an unkind word 
about anyone, even Tom Cruise. 

Phil’s got skills. He just doesn’t feel the need to show 
them off. Whether it is on a trail bike, the basketball court, 
in Bible studies, or in relationships, Phil brings the goods. 
More importantly, he never makes himself the focus of atten- 
tion, always treating others as equals. He listens, gives wise 
advice, and instructs. I’ve learned to heed his counsel. When 
| introduced him to a woman | was seeing, he told me, “if you 
let this one get away, you'll lose me as a friend.” Naturally, | 
married her and she is perfect. 

What I’ve found most impressive over the years is how 
consistent Phil’s walk with God is. Aside from the mullet 
he wore in the early 90s, he doesn't make big mistakes. 
Yet we've had great talks about how desperately we need 
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Jesus—how without Him our lives would be completely differ- 
ent: darker, joyless, foreboding. 

God has made Phil into the right man for the job of 
counselor. | am excited to see he has answered the call. 
And maybe, just maybe, through Phil’s example more fathers 
will realize they don’t need to drive an SUV to maintain their 
manliness. 


—Dave Mayden 
PASTOR JESSE WINKLER 


Pastor Jesse is leading a church plant, The Vine, in 
Redmond. A group of Mars Hill members and families will 
be joining the Winklers. For the complete story, see this 
month's “Entering Acts 29,” page 9. 


| met Jesse at a small Bible College in 1996. He was the 
campus security guard and the best looking guy at school 
(seriously-it was voted on!). He was funny, confident, athletic, 
tall-and godly. He was headed for a career as a firefighter but 
while in college, God's call to pastoral ministry griped his 
heart so 10 days after we were married we went to Presov, 
Slovakia to help plant a church. After our time there was 
done we moved from Slovakia to California to Washington 
January of 2000 and became parents a few months later. 
We've been blessed with two sons who love Jesus and pray 
for “Daddy's new church” every night. lm so proud of the 
man Jesse has become and excited to see all that God has 
planned for him. He’s humble (unless he’s taking trash on 
the b-ball courts) and generous. He has been my pastor for 
nearly a decade, a better husband than | deserve, a better fa- 
ther than | could have hoped for. Always strong and fearless, 
he’s the best man I’ve 
ever known. 


—Angela Winkler 
Apparently Jesse is 


the 
joker. Though | wasn’t 


quite practical 


there for this par- 
ticular gem, | heard it 
from a reliable source 
(his sister, Sierra): 
One April 
Day, Jesse had de- 


Fool’s 


cided it would be very funny to feign a dramatic injury. 
While Sierra was over at his house, Jesse told her he was 
going out to the garage to chop some firewood. He then 
proceeded to take a stuffed sock—it look like his foot—sink 
his axe into it, and pour katsup everywhere, and then start 
yelling and screaming as though he’d nearly sliced his 
foot off. 


(continued: see ‘PASTORS,’ page 9) 
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Mars Hill Recovery 
Groups prepare fora 
new season 


Recovery Groups are designed to kindly, carefully and 
firmly bring about a new way of life in Jesus. To join a 
Recovery Group, email recovery@marshillchurch.org. 

The pastors in the Pastoral Care and Shepherding 
department are also available by appointment to provide 
individual help. Email Jen@marshillchurch.org to 
schedule a time or inquire further. 


Recovery Groups meeting this fall: 


Sanctuary 

Miscarriage is a great sorrow experienced by many 
parents at Mars Hill Church. Each death is a striking loss 
that is so often endured in silence loneliness. If this has 
been your experience, you are not alone. There is healing 
and support in the company of those who have endured 
similar heartbreak. 


Infertility 

Infertility is a grinding disappointment often suffered 
in silence. Participants in this recovery group will learn 
from others who have struggled with infertility, who 
have researched and discovered reliable networks and 
resources to help assuage and manage the effects of 
infertility. 


Male survivors of physical, 

emotional and sexual abuse 

About 15 to 20 percent of all men (as many as 400 of 
the men coming to Mars Hill) have been sexually abused 
before 18 years old. When one factors in physical and 
emotional abuse, the effect on a community like Mars 
Hill Church is significant. This group will guide abuse 
survivors through the journey of recovery to relational 
health. 


Women survivors of physical, 

emotional and sexual abuse 

Young girls are abused in staggering numbers. Though 
the current numbers are declining slowly, statistically, 
about 700 women at Mars Hill Church have been abused. 
For four years, this ministry has brought recovery to many 
victims of sexual, emotional and physical abuse, giving 
women comfort and help amidst feelings of shame, 
nightmares and relational distance with others. There is 
a waiting list for women’s Recovery Groups. Sign up for 
the next available group. 


Males struggling with same sex attraction 
Same sex attraction is profoundly troubling for many. Its 
origins and effects are unwanted and mysterious. It feels 


(continued: see ‘RECOVERY,’ page 12) 
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‘INDIA’ (cont'd from page 8) 


Commerce is done in the midst of juxtaposed 
steel buildings and flimsy fruit carts. The natural 
scope of India is lush and beautiful—rolling green 
trees coat the hills and the beach is blue and warm. 
But the land is spoiled by the massive amounts 
of litter that is common everywhere from homes 
to parks. 

Our initial rival in India was overwhelming, a com- 
bination of culture shock and the intense nature of the 
work we were there to do. The team of ten did some very 
amazing God ordained work. In Vizag, we spent our early 
mornings in prayer and song before attending spiritual 
conferences and conducting Vacation Bible School with 
the 5 to14 year olds at Vision Nationals (VN). We con- 
cluded each late night fellowshipping with the founder of 
VN, Arjuna Chiguluri, and enjoying delicious vegetarian 
cuisine. 

The second week, in Chennai, entailed more early 
morning meetings to prepare for a full day of visiting 
schools, orphanages, churches and a hospice. There we 
spread the Good News, gave healthcare talks and pre- 
sented Jesus. After a long day, we retired to our quarters 
to worship and sleep. 

Despite all our preparations and diligence in the 
Word, nothing could have prepared us for the absolute 
paradox that is India. Human waste lying in front of 
shopping malls. Livestock wandering down paved roads. 
Chennai has an equal number of Hindus and Christians, 
but idols are still ever-present, including idols of Jesus 
and Mary. 

The most outstanding characteristic of Indians is 
how content and grateful they are. They don’t need a 
huge church with Starbucks and a sound system. The 
brothers and sisters we met in India sit on bamboo mats 
during service. They worship zealously through rolling 
blackouts in a building that has only fans to cool the 
heat. 

The children are not greedy or malicious. In sharp 
contrast to American children, they are appreciative of a 
mere smile given and thankful for a hand to hold. They 
rejoice in their peers’ happiness and are like comrades to 
one another. 

Being home, | find myself more grateful for the 
mundane trifles of American life: the diversity and free- 
dom of a sparkling city, an Americano with a friend at a 
coffee shop, listening to indie rock, more churches than 
temples, the separation of livestock and people, and 
the grace God has given all of us in a salvation whose 
incomprehensible richness is augmented by a trip half 
way around the world to worship with His children. 1% 





T capstone 


adult education at mars hill 
New classes, new 
schedule, new format 
begin October 5th. 





This fall marks the beginning of the new Capstone 
rotation; rather than a ten-week schedule, courses 
will be either four or eight weeks. This means you'll 
be seeing a new round of classes—and the chance 
to register for classes—every month. Registration is 
open at www.marshillchurch.org. 


Wednesday Classes at Mars Hill Church 
6:45-8:30 October 5th to 26th 

All classes are four weeks long unless otherwise noted; 
Children’s Ministry ts available for Wed. night classes. 


Gospel Class 101 


Led by Mars Hill Church Pastors 

This class and Gospel Class 102 are prerequisites 
for church membership and many of our subsequent 
Capstone Classes (except Foundation Series). 

Is Mars Hill your church? This class and its companion 
(Gospel 102) are designed as the next point of connection be- 
yond Sunday services for those who are considering Mars Hill 
for their church home. Gospel 101 serves to lay the theologi- 
cal foundation upon which our community lives and breathes. 
Content of the class covers the major tenets of our doctrinal 
statement, including what we believe about the Bible, God, 
Creation, Sin, and Salvation; anyone interested in biblical theol- 
ogy, especially if they’re feeling that Mars Hill is a place they feel 
is both comfortable and challenging, should take this class. We 
ask every potential church member to take Gospel 101 and see 
if Mars Hill is truly a place where they belong. 


Worship & Culture 


Pastor Tim Smith 

There is not a Sunday at Mars Hill where you will not hear 
the word Worship. What does it really mean? To many it is a 
genre of music spawned primarily in Nashville, Tennessee. To 
others it is synonymous with specific activities happening on 
Sundays in a particular, seemingly sacred place. When we 
look in Scripture, we see much more than this. As we open 
Scripture together, we will see the glory of God as a thread that 
runs throughout the entirety of the Bible. We will see that, for 
the worshipper of Jesus, there are no “off-limits” subjects, just 


off-limits intentions. Join me as we look at what it means to live 
the life of ceaseless worship in this world everyday. 


The Canon of Scripture 


Zach Hubert, (M.A. in Theology) member at Mars Hill Church 

Have you ever wondered how the 66 books of the Bible 
found their way into one volume? Perhaps you have read The 
Da Vinci Code and you are convinced that the Bible was hand 
selected by Emperor Constantine who overruled the “real” 
believers of the day. Come and be challenged to look carefully 
at the origin of the Bible that you hold in your hands. Together 
we will survey the great wealth of historical information which 
weighs in on such an important issue. Increase your assertion 
of the infallibility and inerrancy of the Scriptures you read every 
day. 


Biblical Families 


Pastor Paul Petry and his wife Jonna 

Finding Joy and Wisdom in Family Life: Come laugh and 
learn as we study the Scriptures in view of rearing children to the 
glory of God. Discussion, prayer, fellowship. Married, single and 
expectant parents welcome! (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


Biblical Marriage 


Pastor Lief Moi, (Masters in Ministry) 
This class is intended to be taken by couples who are engaged 
to be married. 

The Bible speaks of marriage as a covenant, a model, a 
form of relational, romantic, and practical worship that models 
the exquisite romance between Christ and His Church. This 
class serves as a premarital study for any couple wanting to be 
married by a Mars Hill elder. However, it is also open to married 
couples who have never had biblical pre-marriage counseling 
as space is available. (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


Practical Theology for Women 101 


Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 

Many Christians view the Bible as a dichotomy-the simple, 
practical, everyday application stuff for the average Christian 
and another level of spiritual study reserved for pastors and 
seminary graduates. While that dichotomy may reflect what we 
see playing out in many churches today, that is NOT a Biblical 
concept. According to Scripture, there is no hope for wise, 
practical daily living apart from fear of the Lord and knowledge 
of the Holy One, which is the essence of the definition of theol- 
ogy. Since most theology discussions are given by men and 
aimed at a largely male audience, this discussion seeks to fight 
the unspoken mentality that theology is for men, and parenting, 
sewing, or dieting classes are for women. Truly, there is nothing 
like a good grasp of true knowledge of God to enable women to 
meet the many practical demands of being a daughter, mother, 
wife, sister, or friend. We'll explore in depth the character and 
work of each member of the Trinity and discuss the ways in 
which knowing God should profoundly affect our daily lives. 
(This class runs for 8 weeks) 


MH NEWS 


Leaders Who Last (Offsite - no Children’s Ministry) 


Pastor Dave Kraft 

How do leaders survive for so long? Come hear and dialogue 
with Pastor Dave Kraft, someone who has been in full-time 
ministry for numerous years. Get the opportunity to understand 
and begin to apply the basic essentials of effective, fruitful and 
long lasting leadership. The heart of this class is to learn what 
it will take to finish well and to avoid the mistakes that many 
leaders have made that has caused them to be ineffective and 
crash by living out Biblical principles in your life. To get more 
information on this class you can look through the class book 
“Leaders Who Last” in the Mars Hill Church Resource Center. 
This class is offered for those in leadership positions at Mars Hill 
Church. There will be no online registration for this class, if you 
desire to take this class please contact Dave Kraft via email at 
davekraft@marshillchurch.org to ensure your enlistment. Please 
note this class will run from October 6th through November 
27th (8 weeks of classes) offsite of Mars Hill Church with no 
childcare. 


Wed. Foundation Series 

Classes that are offered in the foundation series are 
open to members and non-members that attend Mars Hill 
Church. These classes will deliver content as well as allow 
for good discussion time to really help process the specific 
topic at hand. Consider the subject matter in these classes as 
another opportunity to lay sound groundwork for the rest of 
your Christian life. 


Redeeming Image 


Pastor Gary Shavey, (M.A. in Ministry) 
Alex Kim, member at Mars Hill Church 

The purpose of this class is for teacher and student to 
delve into the beauty of understanding the masterpiece of His 
Creation. Understanding the fact that as we are made in the 
image of God this has powerful practicalities on how we live in 
relation to God, creation and others. By understanding justifica- 
tion through the blood of Jesus Christ and thus redeeming our 
image allows us to redeem our purpose in life. Seek to gain a 
fuller understanding of being adopted as sons and daughters of 
the Lord. 


Thursday Classes at Mars Hill Church 
6:45-8:30 October 6th to 27th. 
No Children’s Ministry for Thurs. classes. 


God-Centered Marriage for Women (Women Only) 


Wendy Alsup, Deacon at Mars Hill Church 
One result of the Genesis series was the revelation of our 
fallen spiritual heritage as women-—Eve, Sarah, Rebekah, 


(continued: see ‘CAPSTONE,’ page 8) 
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‘CAPSTONE’ (cont'd from page 7) 


Leah, Rachel, Tamar. Though created to be a helper suitable 
for the man God gave them, each in their perversion became 
manipulative, quarrelsome wives who took matters in their 
own hands causing repeated destruction in their families. 
Nevertheless, God’s redemption is equally evident in their 
lives—Sarah is given as an example of faith in Heb. 11:11 and 
Tamar is listed in the lineage of the Messiah in Mt. 1. During this 
4 week study, we'll examine our heritage from Genesis along 
with our example of right responses in Prov. 31. We'll discuss 
the extent of our redemption in Christ, controlling our tongue in 
marriage, and loving as Christ loved from 1 Cor. 13. In particu- 
lar, we'll deal with being a godly wife to an ungodly husband 
and the difference in being a sanctifying influence in our homes 
verses a manipulative junior Holy Spirit. For Women Only, by 
Shaunti Feldhahn will be required reading for this class. 


Sunday Classes at Mars Hill Church 
2:30-4:00 October 9th to 23rd 

All classes are four weeks long unless otherwise noted 
No Children’s Ministry for Sun. classes 


Greek 101 


Brant Bosserman, member at Mars Hill Church 

This introductory Greek class will bring confidence to 
anyone that wants a basic understanding of the vocabulary and 
mechanics of New Testament Greek. It will equip and acquaint 
any person wishing to aid their Biblical Interpretation through 
the understandings of the Greek language. Be ready to invest 
4-6 hours of outside work in order to bring any value to this 
amazing opportunity of learning the original language of the 
New Testament. (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


Indian Reality 
Check 


By Cristina S. Richie 





A group trom Mars Hill traveled to India in July to do 
ministry work with Vision Nationals (see Vox Pop #7, 
07/05). Cristina Richie was a participant on this trip. 


The hardest realization about being back in America 
is the reality that is India. The question “how was India?” 
can be answered in two words: utter squalor. This 
pertains to the dense spirituality that encompasses the 
predominantly Hindu country as well as the physical 


Biblical Marriage 
(in the Paradox from 1:30-3:00) 


Pastor Lief Moi, (Masters in Ministry) 

This class is intended to be taken by couples who are 
engaged to be married. 

The Bible speaks of marriage as a covenant, a model, a 
form of relational, romantic, and practical worship that models 
the exquisite romance between Christ and His Church. This 
class serves as a premarital study for any couple wanting to be 
married by a Mars Hill elder. However, it is also open to married 
couples who have never had biblical pre-marriage counseling 
as space is available. (This class runs for 8 weeks) 


New Testament Overview 


Kabyn Begg, member at Mars Hill Church 

This New Testament Overview class will be an opportunity 
to gain an integrated and inclusive understanding of the books 
of the New Testament in a chronological format. We will exam- 
ine the major players of the first century, the books they wrote, 
and the churches they planted. You will learn about the travels 
of the Apostle Paul, and the geography and major cities of the 
Roman Empire. This class will give you a solid framework of the 
bigger picture that will enrich and enhance your personal read- 
ing of the New Testament. Ultimately, our goal is that through 
the joy of discovery you will grow in spiritual maturity, falling 
more deeply in love with Jesus and His Word. 


Sun. Foundation Series 

Classes that are offered in the foundation series are 
open to members and non-members that attend Mars Hill 
Church. These classes will deliver content as well as allow 
for good discussion time to really help process the specific 
topic at hand. Consider the subject matter in these classes as 
another opportunity to lay sound groundwork for the rest of 
your Christian life. 
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manifestation of trash and litter that coats the streets, 
homes, and buildings. 

Temples are more common than churches and most 
neighborhoods have a god on the corner. Vans have 
idols on the dashboard; taxis have drawings of gods on 
the rear window. The newspaper even lists the five times 
Muslims are to pray to Mecca daily. There is a weight of 
the invisible that America has ignored and disregarded. 

Though Indians are tuned into the spiritual realm, it 
becomes a license to disregard the physical, as Hindus 
believe bettering the situation of the lower caste will 
deny them the opportunity to rise above and increase 
the good they can achieve in a lifetime before being 
reincarnated. 


(continued: see ‘INDIA,’ page 6) 


Jesus 
Pastor Gary Shavey, (M.A. in Ministry) 


James Dahlman, member at Mars Hill Church 

You guessed it, this class is all about Jesus. We will look 
at Jesus deity and humanity. By studying his life, death and 
resurrection we will see how this naturally leads us into true 
worship in our lives. While processing the life of Jesus together 
during discussion times and understanding his relationship 
with us we may gain a better understanding of the spiritual 
disciplines. The spiritual disciplines are important facets of the 
Christian life it includes things such as meditating on scrip- 
ture and a healthy prayer life. This will be a great opportunity 
to really delve into the nature of Jesus and his impact on our 


life today. x4 
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‘PASTORS’ (cont'd from page 5) 


When his sister came running into the room she went 
hysterical, and had her finger on the “talk” button for the 
phone to dial 911. Just before she did, somebody, | think 
it was Jesse’s wife, Angie, told her it was a joke. Sierra 
didn’t think it was very funny, apparently. 

Jesse we wish you the best in starting the new church 
in Redmond, and all our thought and prayers go with 
your family. 


—Dave Engle 


My brother is quite a jokester, and my birthday hap- 
pens to be on April fools day. 

| am still in therapy over the foot thing. Just kidding. 
The crazy part about it is he got it all on tape, me scream- 
ing “call 911!" I will find a way to get him back. It has to 
involve snakes as he is terrified of them :) 

But anyway, Jesse is my wonderful little brother 
and | praise God for him. He is a great husband, father, 
Uncle and loves the Lord with all his heart! Jesse will be a 
great pastor! 


—Sierra Pocza 


All the nice godly stories about the other elder can- 
didates and what do you get with me? Just an Ashton 
Kucher wannabe. That April Fool’s joke on my sister was 
the best though. 


—Jesse Winkler \% 





ENTERING 


ACTS 29 


In Redmond, The Vine Church is 
poised for planting, 


By Dustin Nickerson 





Pastor Jesse Winkler has a vision for the Eastside. And 
Pastor Jesse, who was commissioned as an elder at Mars 
Hill on August 7, was brought up through Acts 29 and Mars 
Hill in order to fulfill that vision. 

Pastor Jesse and other Mars Hill members are planting 
The Vine Church in Redmond. The opening weekend will 
be announced at service over the coming weeks. 

“We're excited to have our own church in our town,” 
Pastor Jesse said. “I just had a strong, strong conviction 
that | shouldn't leave the Eastside, and here we are now 
trying to impact the community God has called us to.” 

Though an Acts 29 product, Pastor Jesse was, as 
he calls it, “an Elder in leaving,” and is thankful for the 
specialized training he received in the Mars Hill Eldership 
process. 

“I’ve been raised up to be sent out, but it’s the best 
way it could have been done. The godly men I’ve had the 
chance to work around are in incredible. I’ve learned a lot,” 
Pastor Jesse said. 

Pastor Jesse did come in with some credentials, as he 
has a history of church planting. In 1998, he and his wife 
were involved with another couple in planting a church in 
Slovakia for a brief time. 

From there, he eventually made his way to Seattle, 
Mars Hill, and Acts 29 where he made it though the rigor- 
ous requirements. 

“You've got to make the cut several times in that pro- 


gram, it’s not easy,” Pastor Jesse said of his experience. 
While he was there, the Lord put on his heart to 





AWARENESS 


bring a church to the Redmond area where he was living. 
Acts 29 deemed him worthy and provided the avenue 
and resources. 

“| just had that desire and calling, you know, to start 
something from nothing,” Pastor Jesse said. 

Now, Mars Hill is helping to try and provide him with 
the people. 

“We've already got an Eastside community group out 
there, and their involvement is crucial. Really, we need to 
start out with that good, strong base of people that will help 
mold the church.” 

And Pastor Jesse does recognize he'll need more 
people with gifts and skills to get The Vine Church going in 
the direction it needs to. 

“| just need people to get on board and make this hap- 
pen with me. Artwork, music, finance, we need it all,” Pastor 
Jesse said. 

As far as the mission of the church, Pastor Jesse 
says It’s very similar to Mars Hill, just to a different group 
of people. 

“We are going to preach the Word, preach Jesus, 
love and glorify God. We will serve others as we do God,” 
Pastor Jesse said. 

Redmond is less than 20 miles east of Seattle’s limits, 
but according to Pastor Jesse it is a noticeably different 
culture. One of the distinctions is the amount of families in 
comparison to Seattle. 

“Oh yeah, this is full-on suburbia,” Pastor Jesse said. 
Among other differences, the community seems to be a little 
more conservative, not quite as artsy, and value...lighting? 
“It sounds strange, but how well-lit our auditorium is 
will make a big impact in Redmond. It’s just a different 
place, with different people, and different tastes,” Pastor 
Jesse said. 

At the center of all this is the advancement of the 
gospel and furthering the Kingdom, and Pastor Jesse tries 
not to stray too far from that. 

“For the sake of the gospel, we need to be will- 
ing to do anything, and so we're doing this,” Pastor 
Jesse said. WJ 


DETAILS 
Church: The Vine 
Location: Redmond 


Meeting Time: 10 am 
(starting in the fall) 

Phone: 425.861.7519 
www.thevineeastside.com 


Pastor: Jesse Winkler 
A29 Web: www.a29.org 





LEFT: Pastor Jesse and a core group of people involved 
with The Vine Church--many of the Mars Hill members-- 
have been busy preparing the Redmond church plant for it’s 
official opening in early fall. (photo by Brian Casey) 


FAR LEFT: Pastor Jesse playing with his boys on the beach 
(photo courtesy of Angie Winkler) 
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On Tuesday, August 23, hundreds of Mars Hill folks and curious onlookers witnessed 
baptisms galore (a symbolic identification with Jesus Christ) at Golden Gardens beach. 
The evening began at 6 pm with hang out time and free barbeque. Just before sunset, after 
a brief message by Pastor Paul Petry, a group of wetsuit-clad elders and deacons stepped 
into the chilly waves of Puget Sound. Four at a time, believers walked into the water to be 
baptized. When it was all said and done, 57 newly baptized walked out to greet friends and 
family in joyful, soggy embrace. 


One Man’s Story... 


Those who went to Golden Gardens were given a booklet of testimonies, written by those 
baptized at the event. Contained in these pages is evidence of the transformational power 
of Jesus Christ, the reason why Mars Hill exists. 

To read these stories, pick up a copy of the booklet at the info desk (supplies are 
limited) or go to marshillchurch.org to read the electronic version. The booklet’s full of 
stories like this one, the testimony of Nathan Burke... 


There is so much | could say about my becoming a Christian. There are even a mil- 
lion ways to say that; “becoming a Christian”..."got saved”...”met Jesus”...”"Jesus saved 
me”...etc, etc. So many of those terms seem loaded with cultural stigmas. So be it. The 
point is that | now know that Jesus Christ is Lord and | want to live my life accordingly. 


You have been given fullness in Christ... 

having been buried with him in baptism 

and raised with him through your faith in 
the power of God... 


Colossians 2:10, 12 


Until the age of about 25 | was an atheist, agnostic, or theist depending on when 
you asked, and usually felt very clever for being so. | prided myself on my intelligence 
and thought that true belief in the Christian sense was for the weak-minded and igno- 
rant. | prided myself on my open-minded universalistic self-created theology, thinking that 
Christians were close-minded. | didn’t realize that what | had created did not resemble any 
absolute truth, but rather my own selfish hopes. Like a fool | created my own little universe 
with myself seated on the throne as the god of my own destiny. It took me a long time to 
realize that for truth to be truth, it must exist despite what | think of it. In retrospect | am 
truly grateful that God’s truth is much kinder and full of grace than anything | would have 
conceived of for myself. 

| was raised in an affluent suburb of Washington, D.C. My parents were ex-Catholics, 
and the topic of God rarely came up. When it did it was inconclusive at best. | went through 
an educational system ripe with postmodernism and intellectual elitism, and | bought into it. 
Outside of school | became very involved in the music scene. Most of the people | encoun- 
tered there only re-enforced what | wanted to believe. Yet at the heart of that we were all 
unhappy. None of us had any real answers. My heart was hardening, but | felt powerless to 


(continued: see ‘TESTIMONY,’ 15) 
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Preparing 
God’s People 


The Story of Pastor Bent Meyer 





By Tera L. Miller 


Discipling and shepherding others has always been a part of life 
for Pastor Bent Meyer. There was a time, however, when he se- 
riously questioned this gift from the Lord. Years before coming 
to Mars Hill Church, Pastor Bent and his wife, Joanne, engaged 
in a friendship with a young couple and began discipling them. 
It wasn’t until many years later that Pastor Bent and Joanne 
discovered that this man, whom they had welcomed into their 
home, had violated a trust and caused harm to their own son. 

Not only was this a very difficult time for their son, but it 
pulled the carpet right out beneath Pastor Bent and Joanne. A 
lifetime of dedicating their time and talents to counseling others 
and opening their home for hospitality came to a dramatic halt 
and escalated into a dark time for their entire family. 

Because Pastor Bent felt that he no longer was managing 
his household according to the desires of his former church, 
he resigned his position as an elder. Pastor Bent admitted 
that as they went through this difficult time, he was confronted 
with the fact that his heart was not truly pure with trying to 
counsel people. 

“Prior to that, | was the typical suburban Christian man. 
What people didn’t see was that | was arrogant and content 
being the ‘Bible answer guy,’ when in fact | would actually try to 
avoid people and their personal problems because | was afraid 
to be mixed up in them.” 

In the middle of these problems, Pastor Bent encountered 
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loneliness and found himself on the receiving end of people not 
wanting to get too close. Pastor Bent described this season as 
“a serious battle in a sense with God.” He and Joanne started to 
ask significant questions like, Where is God? Is He disciplining 
us? What about all the times that we prayed for our son and 
pleaded with God to intervene and protect him...? 

This wearisome season didn't end in a magical moment 
when everything became crystal clear. It was a progression, 
filled with reading Scripture, being involved and praying to- 
gether. God began to reveal Himself to Pastor Bent in a new 
and different way. Pastor Bent started to see that “life is not 
all about being happy, but that life is about knowing God and 
being in His glory, even at the expense of our own life.” 

With this realization, Pastor Bent saw that what he had 

been trying to do all along was make life something into what 
he wanted it to be, rather than what God intended. 
As in Psalm 23, Pastor Bent journeyed “through the valley of 
the shadow of death,” and emerged with more knowledge 
about the process of redemption and repentance, which in turn 
informed him about the process of dealing with other people. 
He was now able to 
see the value and 
dignity in all people. 
He listened to their 
stories and was 
genuinely heart- 
broken by what his 
newly-opened ears 
heard. 

Shortly 
following this trans- 
formation, Bent and 
Joanne felt called to 
Seattle and, more 
specifically, to Mars 
Hill Church. God 
had been working 
to prepare Pastor 
Bent for works of 
service and it was soon revealed what that service would be. 
After years serving the church in Bible studies and Children’s 
Ministry, Pastor Bent was presented with an elder position at 
the church and was asked to devote his talents to full-time bibli- 
cal counseling. By accepting this offer, Pastor Bent took a huge 
risk and fully trusted God. 

He admitted the Lord had called him into ministry earlier in 
his life, but he didn't listen and chose to take the less risky and 
financially secure route. So this time Pastor Bent turned it over 
to God and followed the path laid out before him. 

With no formal training or expertise in biblical counseling, 
Bent Meyer became Pastor Bent of Mars Hill. Through the gifts 
God has given him, Pastor Bent filled a need within the church for 
biblical wisdom and life experience. He takes this call seriously, 
and is committed to obtaining the academic credentials that, 


(continued: see ‘BENT’ on page, 13) 


‘RECOVERY’ (cont'd from page 6) 


like an uncontrollable drive that emerges from within. It is 
not something external that can be cut away or washed 
off. Along the way it is sexualized, creating direct conflict 
and opposition with God’s standards for sexuality. It is 
confusing, since what is felt is so different than God's 
declared design. Is the person a misfit, designed incor- 
rectly, or confused? These and other related questions 
will be explored on a journey to relational health. 

If you want to pursue help from this group, under- 
stand we take a Biblical view, which does not tolerate 
same sex relationships that parallel and mimic hetero- 
sexual dating, courtship, and marriage, or any form of 
illicit sexual relationships. If you are in agreement with 
this stand and want help, sign up. 


Women struggling with same sex attraction 

Accounts of abusive or absent fathers are common in the 
histories of those who struggle with same sex attraction. 
When men have been untrustworthy and harmful, or just 
not there, safe relationships with other women is natural 
and healthy. When attachment crosses over relational 
boundaries reserved for a man and his wife, however, 
God opposes, and He calls those who agree with Him 
to do likewise. There is care, community and help for 
those seeking healthy heterosexual recovery. The group 
will not debate the issue or budge from its purpose of 
helping those seeking recovery toward heterosexuality. 


Male and women struggling with 
substance abuse (no co-ed groups) 

It is important to begin recovery from substance abuse 
and alcohol as early as possible. Over time, the abuse 
transitions from appearing to be controllable to addic- 
tion. Addictions are progressive and will eventually 
develop into medical conditions and sometimes death. 
Alcoholics are seldom self-aware until they have done 
great harm to others and themselves. If you are an alco- 
holic who recognizes your problem, or if you are willing 
to listen to a good, honest friend that worries about you, 
then this group is for you. 


Women struggling with eating disorders 

This group is for women seeking to let go of de- 
structive thoughts, feelings and behavior through honest 
talk, commitments and accountability related to issues 
of overeating, excessive dieting and related compulsive 
behaviors. 


Male’s struggling with sexual sin 

and addiction 

The fight against sexual sin and addiction Is one of the 
most critical battles in Christianity today. Pornography—so 
easily and anonymously accessible on the web-—is taking 
a terrible toll on the church. By some accounts, one out 
of four Christian men in the US have visited an internet 
porn site in the last month. The damage is incalculable. 


Spiritually wounded and shame laden, Christians caught 
in compulsive sexual sin struggle through life. They grow 
increasingly distant from their spouse and risk being 
caught by their employer and fired. Their walk with God 
becomes a shuffling limp of defeat and within them fes- 
ters a core belief that God could never really love anyone 
like them. 

At Mars Hill, there is a group of men in the fight to 
reclaim purity and stand together to experience God’s 
love, healing power and redemption. Our model is James 
5:16: “Confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you may be healed.” 

What this looks like in our group is trusting God for 
the courage to break our shameful secrets and repent 
from our sin. As men seeking God's best we hold each 
other accountable to do whatever is necessary to leave 
the past sins behind and encourage each other to live 
and walk in victory. 


Post-Abortion trauma and guilt. 
Post-abortion trauma is an adverse emotional reaction to 
abortion. It is often a delayed reaction and can surface 
at any time in a person's life. When it does, it can be 
confusing, painful and overwhelming (see Kirsten J's 
poem, A Life, this page). 

If you have had an abortion and are hurting, your 
feelings are normal. Do you suffer in silence? Would you 
like to talk with someone who understands? Support 
groups will be starting soon. All of us involved with this 
ministry understand the heartache of abortion because 
we have personally experienced it. We want to share the 
hope and healing that we have found in Jesus Christ. 

For more information, or to sign up for a group, 
contact recovery@marshillchurch.org or pick up one of 
our brochures located in the ladies’ room in the main 
lobby. 1% 
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‘BENT’ (cont'd from previous page) 


though secondary to a divine calling, will enhance his role as 
a pastor. At the age of 60, Pastor Bent enrolled in a master’s 
program to become a more effective servant in the role God has 
prepared for him. 

Just as Pastor Bent has been prepared by the hands of 
God, he is working to help God prepare others. He says, “If 
we're not about the business of discipling and bringing people 
to the place of maturity, then we're not in the right job, and we're 
not doing it right. Even counseling is about that task. It’s about 
bringing that person from where they are stuck to where they 
can be productive and fulfilled in Christ.” 

Looking at the future of Mars Hill, Pastor Bent is excited 
about the growth and expanding discipleship opportunities. 
The church is starting to see a shift from predominately young 
attendees to many young families with junior high age children. 
And with a change in demographics comes a significant change 
in counseling needs. 

Along with the continual shepherding needs of singles, 
marrieds, or parents, Pastor Bent is working actively to develop 
an infrastructure that will accommodate both the current and 
future support group needs of our quickly-growing church. At 
the time of this article, there are a number of these “Recovery 
Groups” in place, which provide help for those dealing with 
sexual abuse, eating disorders, sex addiction, alcoholism, and 
infertility/miscarriage. Pastor Bent is also in the process of put- 
ting together groups that provide support for post-abortion and 
lesbianism (see fall Recovery Group listings, next page). 

As the church continues to evolve, Pastor Bent dwells on 
the lesson of Ephesians 4:1 1-16, where a diversity of gifts and 
roles are described. This lesson is lived out at Mars Hill amongst 
the pastors, where each one has a different role according to 
their spiritual gifts. Rather than every pastor wearing a multitude 
of hats, each works with their own gifts and talents to prepare 
people for ministry in a variety of ways. 
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Reflecting on the church and on his own commitment to take a 
risk and trust God, Pastor Bent says that it all has been “very, 
very good. 

“This is by far the most satisfying thing | think I’ve ever 
done in my entire life. It really is.” 

As the church continues to evolve, Pastor Bent dwells on 
the lesson of Ephesians 4:11-16, where a diversity of gifts and 
roles are described. This lesson is lived out at Mars Hill amongst 


It was He who gave some to be 
apostles, some to be prophets, 
some to be evangelists, and 
some to be pastors and teach- 
ers, to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the 
body of Christ may be built up 
until we all reach unity in the faith 
and in the Knowledge of the Son 
of God and become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:11-13 


the pastors, where each one has a different role according to 
their spiritual gifts. Rather than every pastor wearing a multitude 
of hats, each works with their own gifts and talents to prepare 
people for ministry in a variety of ways. 

Reflecting on the church and on his own commitment to 
take a risk and trust God, Pastor Bent says that it all has been 
“very, very good. 

“This is by far the most satisfying thing | think I’ve ever 
done in my entire life. It really is.” x4 
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ABOVE: The Dome of the Rock sits atop Mt. Moriah, in the region 
where Abraham went to sacrifice Isaac (Gen. 22:1-3) and where 
the Jewish Temple used to be. For Muslims, this location is the 
third holiest place in the world; their tradition claims that from here 
Mohammad ascended into heaven. The Western Wall (foreground) 
is the most holy place for modern Jewry because it it is virtually all 
that remains of the the original Temple Mount, and it is the closest 
they can come to the location of the ancient Temple’s Holy of Holies 
(Leviticus 16:2). 
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We're Living In 
Bible Times 


An Israel Experience 





By Andrew Myers 


Many peoples and strong nations shall come to seek the 
LORD of hosts in Jerusalem. And to pray before the LORD. 
-Zechariah 8:22 


A trip to Israel interested me because it offered the chance 
to “walk where Jesus walked” and encounter places of Old 
Testament notoriety. Arrogant and naive, | joined the Israel 
Experience college scholarship program to see the land where 
God did some cool stuff thousands of years ago. 

What left me awestruck, however, was not a metaphysical 
march through antiquity or an introspective pilgrimage, the at- 
tractions which originally lured me. In Israel, | had the privilege of 
witnessing what God is doing there right now. Unprecedented 
events are taking place in 21st century Israel. We live in Bible 
times today. 

June 8, 2005. Jerusalem. | sit in a large meeting room in 
the bowels of the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) building. A fly on 
the wall, | watch as, without pomp or circumstance, prophecy 
comes to pass before my eyes. The Christian Allies Caucus is 
receiving a delegation of Christian tourists from Jesus Is Lord 
(JIL) Church in the Philippines. With hundreds of thousands of 
members, JIL Church is one of the largest in the world. 

The group came to the Knesset to request a visa reform 
that would make it easier for Filipino missionaries to obtain and 
renew the paperwork necessary to live and work in Israel. The 
Israeli MK’s (Member of Knesset, like our senators) received 
the foreigners with a genuine grace and sincere hospitality 
uncommon amongst politicians. The MK’s spent more than an 
hour expressing their gratitude for the friendship of 50 common 
tourists from an inconsequential archipelago thousands of miles 
away. Ultimately, the Israelis agreed to pursue a change in visa 
policy. 

And that was it. A pretty insignificant, geopolitical non- 
event. The spiritual implications, however, overwhelmed me; 
| felt honored and blessed to witness what was, considering 
historical and religious precedent, an absolutely miraculous and 
unique afternoon. 


LEFT: Israeli Knesset members Chemi Doron (left) and Dr. Yuri 
Shtern (center) sit with Pastor Eddie Villanueva of the Jesus Is Lord 
Church (Philippines) during a June meeting of the Christian Allies 


Caucus in Jerusalem. 
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First of all, the very existence—and incredible success 
and popularity—of a Christian Allies Caucus within the Israeli 
government is in itself amazing. The caucus began less than 
two years ago in response to Israel’s recognition that, outside of 
evangelical Christians, the country has no friends. Realizing the 
desperate need to cultivate this distinct relationship, the Jewish 
representatives put aside thousands of years of persecution 
and collectively embraced believers, perhaps for the first time 
since the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. 

This shameful drought is partly the fault of Christians who 
have historically failed to heed Paul’s admonishment against ar- 
rogant entitlement in relationship with the Jews (Romans 11:18). 
Until the relatively recent explosion of radical Islam, “Christians” 
set the bar for anti-Semitism, perpetrating the Crusades, the 
Inquisition, the Holocaust—epochs of capitalized infamy. Not 
to mention the innumerable pogroms, conspiracy theories, 
segregation, and racist laws that have defaced Christendom, 
disrespected the Jews, and disgraced the name of Jesus. 

In short, the Jews have every right to be suspicious of a 
Christianity that has sought their people’s destruction through- 
out history. Add to this the even deeper fear of extinction through 
assimilation (read: conversion) and a divine spiritual blinding 
(Rom 11:8), and it’s no wonder Christians have struggled to 
connect with the Jewish people over the yeras. 

But things are changing. Perhaps it’s due to the United 
States’ (relatively) faithful support of the country. Perhaps it’s a 
result of the desperate times ushered in by the recent intifada. 
Or perhaps it has something to do with Christian believers who 
are less concerned with fulfilling some prophetic quota and 
more concerned with provoking Israel and the Jews through 
love, not coercion, trusting the Holy Ghost to change hearts. 

In any case, something is happening in Israel today. 
Messianic congregations are growing for really the first time 
ever. Kehilat haCarmel (www.carmel-assembly.org.il), a congre- 
gation near Mt. Carmel in Northern Israel, is not only seeing a 
harvest unprecedented in the region, but has also experienced 
success in uniting Jews and Arabs in Christ. 

Elsewhere in Israel, at Tel Aviv’s Beit Immanuel for example 
(www.beitimmanuel.org), Russian and Eastern European Jews 
are immigrating in droves to escape persecution and poverty in 
their home countries (Zech 2:6). These newcomers are often 
nominal Jews who find themselves culturally disenfranchised in 
Israel and therefore are more open to the gospel. 

And of course, in the hallways of the highest government 
in the land of Israel, on a June day like any other, the Jewish-en- 
dorsed Christian Allies Caucus embraced believers, worshipers 
of “Yeshua,” in a simple gesture of friendship and solidarity. 

| could almost hear the dry bones begin to quiver. (Ezek 
36) \% 


For more thoughts about Israel, check out the Vox Pop forum 
on the members’ site. 
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Email kids@marshillchurch.org to get involved, and mark your 


calendars for the training session: Sunday, Septem 


‘TESTIMONY’ (cont’d from page 10) 


stop it. 

The period of change for me began in late 1999. | met 
Rachel, the woman who would later become my wife. It 
was a brief encounter, but we began emailing and talking 
on the phone. She was the first person to really challenge 
my beliefs. | found it unsettling. | longed for the calm, love, 
and centeredness | saw in her. That was, of course, Christ. 
She never bested me with any philosophical arguments. ..her 
faith held fast, and my whole worldview unraveled before it. 
There were a lot of other things happening around this 
time as well. | have subsequently found that God does not 
act singularly, and there is no such thing as coincidence. 
A close friend of mine died in March of 2000. It was a real 
blow. What seemed odd was that she had become a Christian 
some time before that. | sat at her deathbed waiting for some 
kind of wisdom. She looked at me and just said, “Do the right 
thing.” Somehow that resonated with me. But what was the 
right thing? | set out to find it. | can’t remember a word from her 
eulogy, but | do remember that it shook me up. 

| tentatively started going to church. | went to a Catholic 

church downtown where | could sit anonymously. | liked the 
peace and reverence of it, but something was still missing. 
My discussions with Rachel intensified, as did our relationship. 
We had become best friends and wanted to be more, which 
seemed to bring everything to a crisis. She wouldn’t be with a 
non-Christian man, but | wanted badly to be with her. | felt like | 
was drowning. God was bringing me to my knees. 

That summer | decided to take a couple religion courses at 
the local community college. | had already taken loads of classes 
about Buddhism, Islam, Taoism, etc, but this summer there was 
a class called “The Life and Teachings of Jesus.” | signed up 
for several reasons, some good, some bad. One, | genuinely 
wanted to understand more. | realized that | was being hypo- 
critical in making huge sweeping judgments about something | 


ber 11 from 11:15 io 12:15. 





hadn't even read. It wasn’t like me to not investigate something 
| was interested in. | felt more comfortable with the “secular” 
setting, not worrying that someone was going to suck out my 
personality and turn me into a Jesus robot. Two, | felt desperate. 
| started praying that God would come into my life, but it had 
always been on my terms. My prayer was basically “Anything 
but Christianity, please.” The other reason | took the class was 
to find the loopholes. | wanted to argue against Christians with 
their own words, to find the flaws in the book they held in such 
esteem. 


“Jesus didn't ask me to leave my 
mind at the door, or to become 
Ned Flanders, but rather to ‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.” 


What happened was something entirely different. | 
encountered Jesus. He was not the permed, blonde, gaunt, 
domesticated Jesus | expected. He didn't just do and say sweet 
things, but also tough stuff like “I have come to bring fire on the 
earth, and how | wish it were already kindled! But I have a bap- 
tism to undergo, and how distressed | am until it is completed! 
Do you think | came to bring peace on earth? No, | tell you, but 
division.” (Luke 12:49-51) 

Jesus didn't ask me to leave my mind at the door, or to 
become Ned Flanders, but rather to “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” 
(Matt 22:37). | came to love what he said and did. | eventually 
came to trust him, including what he said about himself. The 
conclusion was unavoidable...Jesus was not just some hippie, 


Volunteers are needed to serve 


| the church hy lowing kids. 


or some nice guy...he was the Messiah. He was crucified for 
the sins of the world (including mine) and rose again to defeat 
death (including mine). He was, and is Lord. What is so funny 
to me about that time is that | had a Buddhism class right before 
the Jesus class. Before the semester | thought it was going to 
blow my mind with wisdom. As time went on | found myself fall- 
ing asleep with Buddha’s verbal acrobatics and waiting eagerly 
for Jesus to change the world and me in the process in the next 
class. | meditated on the Lord’s prayer (Matt 6:9-13) and was 
blown away with how much it said in such simple words. My 
prayers changed from “my will be done” to “thy will be done.” 
The veil fell from in front of me and the face | had been trying to 
see my whole life was that of Jesus. 

There is so much more to tell, but all | can really say is that 
since then God has blessed me immeasurably. Is everything 
better? No, but | feel whole...not like | am wearing a façade. 
My value is no longer placed on the things of this world. | am 
no longer “captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, 
which depends on human tradition and the basic principles of 
this world rather than on Christ.” (Col 2:8) 

Rachel and | are very happily married and moved to Seattle 
last October. My father and mother have both come to Christ. 
| have seen God do what | thought was impossible. | have 
purpose and the calm | so longed for. 

| was baptized as an infant and didn’t feel a strong calling 
by God to be baptized as a professing adult until recently. Now 
| am thrilled to be a member of Mars Hill and to get dunked in 
name of my Lord and Master. | am thrilled to stand along my 
brothers and sisters as we symbolically die to our old selves and 
are reborn. Christ be praised! .% 
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Vintage Saints 


Augustine 





By Pastor Mark Driscoll 
(research by Deacon Crystal Griffin) 


More than 1600 years after his conversion, Augustine towers 
over Western history as arguably the most important person 
outside of Scripture. But, his early life reveals a man alto- 
gether common in his perversion, laziness, arrogance, and 
moodiness that ranged from violence to depression. 

Augustine was born in the small town of Thagaste in 
North Africa (Algeria today) on Sunday November 13, 354. 
Spiritually, his father, Patricius, was a pagan who wor- 
shipped the old Punic gods and his mother, Monica, was a 
devout Christian. Racially, Augustine was neither black nor 
European but rather a descendant of an unknown race of 
earlier settlers. Physically, Augustine had dark bronze skin, 
black eyes, a long nose, high forehead, thick lips and a tall, 
thin frame marked by sloping shoulders. 

Growing up, Augustine was a mama's boy and his 
father had little concern for his son’s morals. Subsequently, 
Augustine was a moody child who often lied, stole, and even 
bloodied the faces of other young boys by throwing rocks 
at them. He was one of three children with an older brother 
and sister. One legendary story from his life particularly 
highlights the depth of his depravity. In his legendary book 
Confessions, Augustine recollects once stealing pears from 
another man’s tree not because he wanted the pears (he had 
better ones growing in his own yard) but simply because he 
enjoyed doing evil. 

Augustine was a brilliant child who despised school 
and routinely failed to apply himself to his studies. He was 
frequently spanked at school for disrespecting his teachers 
and playing dice and bones in class. 

As a young man Augustine was very sexually active 
despite the pleadings of his mother. His father died when 
he was a teenager and he left home to live a debased life in 
the city of Carthage. At the age of 18 he took a lower class 
concubine as a live-in lover. A year later she bore him a son 
named Adeotus. 


Vv 


September 04 2005 


Around this time Augustine grew serious in his stud- 
ies and excelled in Latin, rhetoric, mathematics, music, and 
philosophy. He also became devoted to Manichaeism, a re- 
ligious philosophy named after its founder, Mani. With great 
influence from Greek philosophy, Mani taught that there were 
actually two gods who controlled the universe, one of them 
good and the other evil. Furthermore, these two gods were 
constantly at war and the good god made all that is spiritual 
while the evil god made all that is physical. 

Upon returning home, his mother Monica denounced 
her own son as a heretic and threw him out of her house. 
Augustine was then taken in by a wealthy man to tutor his 
son and spent his days enjoying a rich life of studying, giving 
speeches, and playing with astrology. 

In 376, at the age of 22, Augustine returned to Carthage 
as a teacher and his widowed mother Monica followed him. 
God had given her a dream that her son would become a 
Christian and she often prayed and pleaded for his salvation. 
Eventually, Monica convinced her son Augustine to end his 
long relationship with his beloved concubine which he found 
heartbreaking, though he retained custody of his son. 

And, though he was excelling in his studies and was 
one of the most gifted young rhetoricians in all of Rome, his 
theology was incredibly convoluted with parts of his mother’s 
Christianity, his father’s Punic paganism, Manichean heresy, 
and Neoplatonic philosophy. 





After being exposed to the Christian teachings of 
his contemporary, Ambrose, who would go on to become 
one of the most important figures in all of church history, 
Augustine began wrestling in earnest with his deep desire to 
continually sin. In 387, while sitting in a garden under a fig 
tree, Augustine cried out to God for help. God replied with 
the chant of a nearby child saying, “Tolle, lege” (“Take and 
read”). Augustine ran to a Christian friend named Alypius, 
who was sitting nearby, and read Romans 13:13-14 which 
says, “Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies 
and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 
not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves 
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to 
gratify the sinful nature.” 

In that moment God saved Augustine and made him a 
new man. He went into the house to inform his mother who 
was overjoyed that her beloved son had finally surrendered 
himself to Jesus. 

Augustine wholeheartedly devoted his life to Jesus on 
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that day and never again returned to his former way of life. He 
ceased climbing political and academic ladders, broke off an 
engagement to a woman, and pledged to spend the rest of 
his days in study and service to God as a chaste single man 
like Jesus. Along with Alypius, Augustine was baptized by 
Ambrose. 

The prodigal Augustine then returned home to Thagaste 
and during the trip his mother died. In 388 he founded a 
monastic community in Thagaste for the purpose of study- 
ing and writing theology to serve the church along with a 
growing group of young Christian men who looked to him for 
leadership. In 391, he was ordained as a priest in Hippo, and 
by 395 had become the bishop of Hippo. 

As a Christian bishop much of Augustine’s time and 
intellect was spent teaching theology and fighting heresy. 
His deft intellect enabled Augustine to defeat such heresies 
as Manichaeism and Donatism. Augustine was fearless in 
his defense of orthodoxy despite the fact that he was hated 
by many, including some who plotted his murder. Perhaps 
his most famous debate came with Pelagius who had been 
excommunicated in 417 as a heretic for denying that we are 
born with a sin nature, also known as original sin. 

Augustine was a prolific writer, beginning with his book 
Confessions, penned in 400. It was the first autobiography 
and is widely considered one of the most important books 
ever written (religious or secular). In 412, he began his 13- 
year work on the book City of God which revolutionized the 
entire Western World. 

In 430 Augustine caught a sudden fever that plagued 
him for 10 days. Then, at the age of 76, he died and went to 
heaven to be with Jesus. 

Today, nearly 1600 years later, Augustine’s teach- 
ings remain imbedded as foundational Christian doctrine. 
Augustine’s teaching that God is Trinitarian and holy, people 
are evil by the choosing of their own free will and are born 
with a sin nature, and that people can only be saved by grace 
from God which is granted because the Trinitarian God 
predestinated them, are the hallmarks of orthodox Christian 
belief. A millennium later, the entire Protestant Reformation 
exploded in part because of Augustine’s lasting influence on 
men such as John Calvin and Martin Luther, and today we 
are still benefiting from his teaching. 4 


these theology classes might hurt your 
head, but they won’t kill your bank account. 


wednesdays, sundays, and thursdays this fall 


capstone 


at MARS HILL CHURCH 


check listings and times to find out 
where you fit this season and register 
online at www.marshillchurch.org. 





Mars Hill Community Groups 


“And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meet- 
ing together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another — and all the more as you see the Day 


approaching.” (Heb 10:24-25) 


Mars Hill community groups are modeled after the early 
New Testament home churches. In Acts Chapter 2, Christians 
gathered together in homes for the purposes of studying 
Scripture, bonding as a Christ-loving community and advancing 
the Gospel in their culture. They held everything in common 
through friendship, prayer, fellowship, meals and study. 

All community groups take place in the homes of church 
members who are committed to sharing their lives with those 
who participate in their group. The purpose of community groups 


is to provide a warm environment with opportunities for you to 
connect and grow authentic relationships and lasting biblical 
friendships with your brothers and sisters in Christ, experience 
authentic biblical community with God and others, find nourish- 
ment and accountability as you mature in your own walk with 
Christ and establish a support center from which you will go 
out into your various social networks carrying the hope of the 


Gospel. 


Prayerfully consider joining a community group. Please 
contact the host for address, directions, etc. using the contact 


information given below. 


If you're interested in hosting or leading a Community Group, 
contact Pastor Dave Kraft (pastordave@marshillchurch.org) 





MONDAY 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Mark Blair, Craig Baker 
Contact: Mark Blair 

Email: marktheblair@yahoo.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Ken French 
Contact: Becky Clements 
Phone: 206-297-0702 


Email: rebeccaclements@hotmail. 


com 


Des Moines 7pm 

Led By: Rob Thomas 
Contact: Michelle Thomas 
Phone: 206-592-0472 

Email: bluedane@comcast.net 


Greenlake 7pm 

Led By: Jon Bugler 

Contact: Josh Wall 

Phone: 206-524-2032 

Email: zoned_out2@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 10am 

Led By: Tina French 
Contact: Kate Policani 
Phone: 206-418-0405 
Email: cupkate@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Redmond 7pm 

Led By: John Rivard 

Contact: John and Jeannie Rivard 
Phone: 206-484-3886 

Email: john@rivards.net 


TUESDAY 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Paul Miller 

Contact: Mike Murphey 

Phone: 206-547-0635 

Email: mmurphey@microsoft.com 
For Men Only 


Ballard 6:30pm 

Led By: Fawn Hall 

Contact: Fawn Hall 

Phone: 206-706-8379 

Email: gasket_girl@hotmail.com 
For Women Only 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Luke Abrams 
Contact: Jessica Abrams 
Phone: 206-619-3824 

Email: jessica@theabrams.net 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Scott Richardson 
Contact: Scott Richardson 
Phone: 206-783-5902 

Email: ballardcommunitygroup@e 
arthlink.net 


Ballard 7:30pm 

Led By: David Pauls 

Contact: David and Patty Pauls 
Phone: (206) 235-4215 

Email: patty@starfishcreative.com 


Ballard 7pm 

Led By: Jordan McDevitt 
Contact: Roger Iverson 
Phone: (206) 226-0984 
Email: highlakes@hotmail.com 


Central District 7pm 

Led By: Wes Oaks 

Contact: Brian Truman 

Phone: 206-903-8545 

Email: 
motoroilandbedhead@yahoo.com 


Crown Hill 7pm 

Led By: Adelle George 
Contact: Adelle George 
Phone: 206-696-1281 

Email: adellemae@hotmail.com 


Crown Hill 7:30pm 

Led By: Drew Maxwell 

Contact: Drew and Lisa Maxwell 
Phone: 206-650-7085 

Email: lisa@marshillchurch.org 


Edmonds 7pm 

Led By: Wilson Raj 

Contact: Rick James 

Phone: 512-626-9518 

Email: denali_2000@yahoo.com 
For Men Only 


Everett 7pm 

Led By: Tim Quiring 

Contact: Tim and Anne Quiring 
Phone: 425-379-2966 

Email: tquiring@earthlink.net 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Contact: Patrick Dahlstrom 
Phone: 206-285-4956 
Email: Pat_rick}\d@yahoo.com 


Fremont 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Hockman, Sally 
Morrison 

Contact: Andrew Hockman 
Phone: 425-830-1805 

Email: sledge@getstunned.com 


Greenlake 7:30pm 

Led By: Lee Brown 

Contact: Christy Oosten 
Phone: 206-297-6391 

Email: c_oosten@hotmail.com 


Greenwood 6:30pm 

Led By: Nick Moceri 

Contact: Nick and Beth Moceri 
Phone: 206-219-9092 

Email: moceri@gmail.com 


Issaquah 6:45pm 

Led By: Dan Kronstad 
Contact: Jason Cowan 

Email: jasoncowan98@yahoo. 
com 


Kirkland 7:30pm 

Led By: Tim Zion 

Contact: Tim and Mariah Zion 
Phone: 206-427-7869 

Email: timzion@hotmail.com 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Hunter Hadaway 
Contact: Hunter and Molly 
Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 


Lake City 7pm 

Led By: Matthew Johnson 
Contact: Rose Johnson 
Phone: 206-388-3325 
Email: r_shalomj@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7pm 

Led By: Phil Smidt, James 
Dahlman 

Contact: Jim Dahlman 

Phone: 425-744-0588 

Email: jedahlman@hotmail.com 


Lynnwood 10am 

Led By: Trisha Wilkerson 
Contact: Trisha Wilkerson 
Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
For Women Only 


Magnolia 7pm 

Led By: Tony Bolander 

Contact: Tony Bolander 

Phone: 206-979-881 1 

Email: tonybolander@yahoo.com 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Mark Kaetzel 

Contact: Mark and Marin Kaetzel 
Phone: 206-361-2282 

Email: kaetzelfamily@msn.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Michael Adeney 
Contact: Mivwvchael Adeney 
Phone: 206-240-7589 

Email: mwadeney@u.washington. 
edu 


Phinney Ridge 10am 

Led By: Kim Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Pioneer Square 7:00 PM 
Led By: Jeff Bettger 
Contact: Jeff Bettger 
Phone: 206-227-4397 
Email: jbettger@dc3e.com 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Joel Robnett 

Contact: Joel Robnett 

Phone: 206-300-0960 

Email: robnett26@hotmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Andrew Myers 
Contact: Heidi Myers 
Phone: 206-992-3019 
Email: alayne@gmail.com 


Shoreline 7pm 

Led By: Bill Nieman 

Contact: Bill and Joan Nieman 
Phone: 206-417-5565 

Email: joanandbill@seanet.com 


South Issaquah 7pm 

Led By: David Nelson 

Contact: David and Sammi 
Nelson 

Phone: 425-432-0748 

Email: applefieldfarm@msn.com 


South Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Ted Dietz 

Contact: Ted and Sarah Dietz 
Phone: 206-755-0774 

Email: sarahdietz@comcast.net 


University District 7pm 

Led By: Jacob Beers 

Contact: Jacob Beers 

Phone: 206-524-3396 

Email: jbeers707@hotmail.com 


University District 7pm 
Led By: Josh Dougherty 
Contact: Ryan James 
Phone: 360-271-1224 
Email: jamesr@spu.edu 


WEDNESDAY 


Crown Hill 10am 

Led By: Molly Hadaway 

Contact: Molly Hadaway 

Phone: 206-368-8952 

Email: mollyhadaway@comcast.net 
For Women Only 


Gasworks Park 6pm 

Led By: Torrey Maben 
Contact: Torrey Maben 

Phone: 206-285-7027 

Email: torreym@marshillchurch. 
org 


Kirkland 6:30pm 

Led By: Jamie Wallace 

Contact: Jamie Wallace 

Phone: 425-605-4524 

Email: jamie@jamieandholly.com 


THURSDAY 


Bellevue 7pm 

Led By: Cliff Low 

Contact: Tim and Dulci Klassen 
Phone: 425-747-0772 

Email: timndulc@hotmail.com 


Bothell 10am 

Led By: Celestine Gibbs 
Contact: Celestine Gibbs 
Phone: 425.275.2723 

Email: Celygibbs@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Kent 7pm 

Led By: Shane Rehberg 
Contact: Shane Rehberg 

Email: srehberg@speakeasy.net 


Kirkland 10:30 am 

Led By: Angela Giboney 
Contact: Angela Giboney 
Phone: 425-869-1759 

Email: anggiboney@yahoo.com 
For Women Only 


Kirkland 6:30 PM 

Led By: Micah Stroh 

Contact: Michelle Bates 

Phone: (206) 313-7757 

Email: Icruizerchick@yahoo.com 


Lynnwood 7:15pm 

Led By: Kristian Ellefsen 
Contact: Bina Ellefsen 
Phone: 206-383-2092 
Email: binahe@yahoo.com 


Northgate 7pm 

Led By: Eric Youngpblut 
Contact: Eric and Carla 
Youngpblut 

Phone: 206-219-9125 

Email: ericandcarla@youngpblut. 
net 


Phinney Ridge 7pm 

Led By: Chris Hall 

Contact: Kim Hall 

Phone: 206-297-7995 

Email: kimbrehall@comcast.net 


Queen Anne 7pm 

Led By: Dwayne Forehand 
Contact: Dwayne Forehand 
Phone: 206-650-7034 

Email: dforehand@marshillchurch.org 


Sammamish 7pm 

Led By: Mark Brinton 

Contact: Sam or Jackie Jarawan 
Phone: 425-868-0341 

Email: markabrinton@hotmail.com 


FRIDAY 


Bainbridge Island 7pm 

Led By: Bob Moore 

Contact: Bob and Dixie Moore 
Phone: 206-842-1402 

Email: rim@bainbridge.net 


North Seattle 7pm 

Led By: Paul Petry 

Contact: Paul and Jonna Petry 
Email: pastorpaul@marshillchur 
ch.org 


SATURDAY 


Shoreline 55m 

Led By: Mike Wilkerson 
Contact: Mike and Trisha 
Wilkerson 

Email: trishaw@speakeasy.net 
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Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 

Very simply, everything we have comes from God. Our money 
is a blessing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to 
the church (to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for 
our families and enjoying God and the grace that He gives 
us. You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should I give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be 
directed first to your local church. The does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. 2nd Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 

Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 
issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e By check or cash placed in the offering basket during 
service 

e By check or cash placed In the triangular kiosks located 

in the foyers 

By mailing a check to the church office (contact the office 


if you would like some self addressed envelopes). 

e Online contributions can be given via debit or credit card 
at www.marshillchurch.org. 

e Automatic Payments (ACH) can also be set up - email 
giving@marshillchurch.org 


Donation of stock 


Sincerely, 
Pastor Jamie Munson 


Questions, Comments or Concerns, 
e-mail: giving@marshillchurch.org 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 




















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
July 17 $80,000.00 $79,146.00 341 3289 
July 24 $80,000.00 $75,516.00 378 3286 
July 31 $80,000.00 $70,220.00 289 2831 
August 7 $80,000.00 $92,047.00 394 3125 
August 14 $80,000.00 $73,183.00 294 3206 
August 21 $80,000.00 $85,143.00 366 3167 

















MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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Monthy Budget | $235,000.00 


$245,000.00 | $196,000.00 


$300,000.00 | $277,500.00 | $222,000.00 


$222,000.00 | $260,000.00 | $325,000.00 


260,000.00 








$264,387.49 | $214,880.35 











$589,176.92 | $298,186.00 | $290,209.00 











$221,887.19 | $249,009.00 | $351,387.00 











$302,684.00 











*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit. 


(July 1, 2004- June 19, 2005) 


Total Given $606,890.00 

Households 1235 

Average Giving $280.80/mo. 
Per household 





EXPAND CAMPAIGN 


Due to a growing church body 
and space limitations, we have 
purchased a new facility one 

block North at 1401 NW 50th. 


We need to raise 3 million dollars 
in the next 16 months — for full 
details check out the “EXPAND” 
FLYER or go to 
www.marshillchurch.org. 


Needed funds $3,000,000 
Raised to date $1,141,826 
Number of 

Giving Households 793 


We ask that each household 
pray and do what they can to 
contribute to our church project 
— if every person does their part, 
we should be able to reach our 
goal as we continue to reach the 
city of Seattle for Christ. 
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Fall Is Coming... Whatcha Gonna Do? 
How about taking a Capstone class? If you're thinking 
about becoming a member, you could take Gospel 101 
Wednesday nights. Jericho Junction needs volunteers, 

so how about serving in that ministry? Go to www. 
marshillchurch.org to register for classes, and e-mail 
kids@marshillchurch.org to find out more about joining 
Childrens’ Ministry. 


Capstone Class and Gospel 101 
Registration Now Open! 

Registration for Capstone classes and Gospel 101 starts on 
September 2. Go to www.marshillchurch.org for a link for 
registration on this date! 


The Connection Team 

Have you ever wanted a great excuse to talk to people you 
don't know at Mars Hill? If so, here’s your chance. The con- 
nection team is a fresh, new opportunity for a select group 
of candidates who are ready to become the face of Mars 
Hill Sundays. Choose your favorite service time, come a little 
early, stay a little late and be a part of a team that connects 
members, visitors, and anyone in between with everything 
Mars Hill. 


The Breakfast Club 

(Don’t you forget about me...) 

Saturday mornings at 10am. This is a great ministry for new 
church goers to get connected with our church. With the 
new building becoming a reality the church really needs to 
build this ministry over the next year. Contact breakfastclub 
@marshillchurch.org 


The Mission is Clear! 

With 70% of all HIV infected living in Africa and a reported 
2.3 million AIDS deaths during 2004 in Sub-Saharan 
Africa alone - the Agathos Foundation has mobilized 
to take action. By creating low-cost, self-sustaining vil- 
lages, which house surviving children and widows we 


expect to meet many needs and relieve much suffering. 


Every 5 weeks in Sub-Saharan Africa as many deaths 
occur from AIDS as the entire recent tsunami crisis! 


Agathos Foundation currently has a functioning self-sus- 
taining village in South Africa that has 29 in their care. The 
next step is to buy the Boettiger farm that has a potential 
of housing 1200 orphans and widows. This purchase will 
happen when 300 more Mars Hillians have “signed up” to 
become ACT NOW donors. ACT NOW donors pledge to 
give $25 a month for 6 years to purchase the first Agathos 
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farm. Simultaneously, $100,000 is being given through 


one-time gifts - thus expediting the date of purchase 
and limiting the ACT NOW donor obligation to 5 years. 

To visit ACT NOW visit www.agathosfoundation.org 
and sign up. For questions/additional information see 
our booth in the MH Connect Center or e-mail Richard at 
raharleman@hotmail.com 


Lend a Hand at Church! 


Jay Edmark is requesting volunteer handymen that could 
come in during the weekday to help with various projects 
around the church that come up. No specific skills neces- 
sary, as there is always a ton of different chores that he 
needs done anytime or day throughout the week. 

He would also like volunteers to help on Sundays before 
and/or after any of the services with set up and breakdown of 
various things around the church. All these jobs require only 
a 30-45 min. commitment on Sundays and are great ways to 
meet fellow Mars Hillians and get involved in the church. 

Contact Jay Edmark, Facilities Manager for Mars Hill 
Church, through calling the church at 206-706-6641 or 
e-mail him at jay@marshillchurch.org. 


Do You Have Skills? 


Childrens’ Ministry is currently looking for an office intern 
to help out with a variety of projects. We're looking for 15- 
20 hours a week of multitasking skills, organization skills, 
interpersonal skills, office skills, etc. (bow-hunting skills a 
plus, but not necessary). If you're interested in helping out 
Children’s Ministry with your many skills, please contact Tami 
McKinley at tami@marshillchurch.org for an application 
and more information. 


Play With Expensive Equipment 

Mars Hils video production department is looking for 
people interested in looking at the world through a camera 
lens. Moving pictures? What'll they think of next?! Contact 
jeby@marshillchurch.org for more info. 


Recovery Groups 

Recovery Groups are designed to kindly, carefully and firmly 
bring about a new way of life in Jesus. They offer support 
and instruction for those struggling with things like addiction, 
abuse, post-abortion trauma, infertility, sexual sin, etc. (For 
more information, turn to page 6.) To join a Recovery Group, 
e-mail recovery@marshillchurch.org 


yelcomefto, — disik 
closer 
if 


All stones possess shared themes, and many 
hima ame sayng a lot mare than you reākze. Kar 
W ae we engage conlenporary culture and 
ww this art form through a discerning lens 


Didiyou see the memo 
about this? ~ 


“Office Space” 
Friday September 9th 
6.45pm — rated R 


M MARS HILL CHURCH 
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Sept. 4 5 
Sunday Services Film & Theology Breakfast Club 10 am 
, , _ 9 am, 11:15 am, 6:45 pm: Office Outdoors: Whitewa- 
for more information, visit www.marshillchurch.org 5 pm, 7:15 pm Space ter Rafting 7 am 
weekly this season 
sunday services 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9:00 am, 11:15 am, 5:00 pm, 7:15 pm Sunday Services Paradox Concert Concert: Breakfast Club 10 am 
( hild ' minist tall . t7:15 ) 9 am, 11:15 am, 8:00 pm: Torrisi History 101 Tour fea- Outdoors: Ice 
cnilarens Ministry at all Services excep i pm © anm, 71S om turing Matthew West, Climbing 


capstone & gospel 101 start oct. 5 


Childrens’ Ministry 
Volunteer Training, 


Shawn McDonald 
and Paul Wight 


Paradox Concert: 
Izabelle Release Party 


The Gospel Class 101 is the first point of con- 11:15 am 
nection for considering Mars Hill as their church 
: : 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
home. Go to www.marshillchurch.org to register. ud Senes Breaka Club 10am 
Sunday classes start October 9, Wednesday 9 am, 11:15 am, Outdoors: SCUBA 
5 pm, 7:15 pm 
classes start October 5. 
“the breakfast club” (10am 
saturday mornings at Mars Hill Church) 
25 26 27 28 29 30 Oct. 1 


Breakfast, prayer and fellowship, preparing our 
church for worship the following day. Contact 


Sunday Services 
9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 


Breakfast Club 10 am 
Outdoors: BBQ 


. . 7:15pm Paradox Concert: 
jay@marshillchurch.org for more details. Vaer 
[proxy] (fall kickoff: october 5) 
Junior high and high schoolers: join us Wednes- 
i K i 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

day nights this fall for worship, teaching, and Sunday Services Wed. Programs, Breakfast Club 10 am 

discussion groups. 9am, 11:15am, 5pm, 6:45 pm Paradox Concert: 
7:15pm Capstone Classes Barricade Release 


jericho junction (fall kickoff: october 5) 
Live costumed characters act out life situations 
and biblical events that challenge and encour- 
age kids. It’s an exciting way for kids to learn the 
everyday application of the Bible, Wednesday 


Gospel 101 


Jericho Junction 


[proxy] 


September 17 


Party 


nights starting October 5. Ice Climbing coalition skating 
Jim Mallory - jrmallory@hotmail.com Ready to shred some concrete? Join this new 
also in september... September 24 skateboarding ministry and show your skills! 


childrens ministry volunteer training 
(September 11, 11:15am to 12:15pm) 
This is an informal, mandatory, one-time training 
for anyone interested in volunteering with Chil- 
dren's Ministry. Please contact Katie Allen if you 
plan on attending kids@marshillchurch.org. 


film and theology sept. 9, 6:45pm: 
“office space” 
Join Mars Hill pastors for a discussion of the 
theological implications of this funny and poignant 
film that explores the frustration of the oppressed 
in the corporate world, and the hilarious results! 


mars hill outdoors 
contact each event leader for details on these 
and other outdoor events! 
September 10 
Whitewater Rafting 
Nicole Bowman - nikolatte@gmail.com 


SCUBA Dive Day 

Janelle Baarspul - jabaarspul@yahoo.com 
October 1 

BBQ 

David Skaydahl - ristretto@spu.edu 


paradox concerts (Always All Ages) 
We're pleased to offer Mars Hill facilities as a 
very practical, hospitable outreach to our local 
music scene. Check out www.theparadox.org 
for more information on concerts. 

Sept. 13, 8p - Cost: $7 
Bands: Torrisi 

Sept 17, 7:30p - Cost: $8 
Bands: Izabelle Release Party! Also Some by 
Sea, Broadcast Debut, and More! 

October 1, 8p - Cost: $7 
Bands: Voyager One, This is a Process of a Still 
Life, Jen Wood, Treasures 

October 8 7:30p - Cost: $7 
Bands: Barricade, Die Young, Wait In Vain 


Email Kimo - shredgnar@aol.com 


Sept. 10, 4pm 


Location: Mukilteo YMCA, 49m-6pm 


Sept. 24, 4pm 


Location: Bainbridge Island, 46m-6pm 


history 101 tour, Sept 16, 7pm 
Matthew West, Shawn McDonald, and Paul 
Wright. Purchase tickets at www.itickets.com 
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Get the first in Mars Hill’s “Live recordings” 
CD series, featuring all the different bands. 
Available before and after Sunday services. 
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